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-Revised Pert L0 was adopted by the Civil feronautics. Poard April
13, 1953, and is.to become effective inril 1, 1954, Section LO.178 (). .
of this part requires that the exterior area of the fuselage of an air-
plane be marked.to indicate the location of mechanisms of access anc.
areas sultable for. cut+1nﬂ to faczlltate the escape anc rescue of 0CCU~ .
nants in the event of an accidént. liarks indicating areas su1+able for .
cuttineg are commonly known as ‘Ychop marks"

CTH Clvil ﬁlr ?egulatlons Draft Release Do. 53—26 dated hovember
l? 1953, it was nroposed that § 40,178 (b) bte amended by extending the .
effective date for its compliance therewith until iarch 1, 1954, The
comment - received.in resnonse to this draft release 1nd1cated general
concurrence Jrith this provesal.. Since the efiective date of revised
Part 40 was subsequently extended to pril 1, 195), it became unnecessary
to include this arendment -in Civil *ir Regulations Amencdment [0-3, adonted
on Harch 11, 195h.

Duringz the period allotted for comment on Draft Release 53-26, how-
ever, a proposal was received for the elimination of this requ1rement on
the grounds that airplane fuselazes, particularly those of modern pres-
surized airplanes, arec so strongly resistantv to chopping or cutting by
means of such devices as axes, as to render guestionable the justifica~
tion for this requirement. It was agreed to consider this proposal further
in order to determine whether any adcitional modifications should be made
to this section in the future. The Loard is advised that certain air
carriers misunderstood the result of this exchange of views, and believed
that the requirement was to be nostponed indefinitely. Accordingly, they
made no effort to apply the markings required by this regulation. The
Foard is of the o»inion that this assumption was unwarranted, since the
Eoard cannot, consistent with proper rule-making procedures, commit itself
in advance to any course of action, and moreover in thls instance there
was nc more than.an. agreeﬂent to recon51der. - :

The Foard 1ntends that any "chop marks" appeafing cn airplane
exteriors should be applied on the basis of a sound engineering analy81s
of the airplane structure involved, and that such marks reflect a valid
detzrmination that the areas so marked be truly suitable for cutting. In
view of the lack of time available prior to the effective date of revised
Part LO it apnears that air carriers who have not yet made such an engin-
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gering analysis will be unable to apply #ehop marks" at the proper

places on their airplanes, !"Chop marks" azpplied on the basis of other
than a proper analysis may misglead rescue crews to attempt to enter a
cabin at a strong structural member, The Board considers that such

Nchop marks" would create a more hazardous condition than the complete
absence of fichop marks". -It app2ars advisable, therefore, to extend the
effective date of that portion of § 40,178 (b) which relates tc areas
suitable for cutting, to allew 3ll carriers to apply "“chep marks"™ on the
basis of a proper study, The portion of § 40.178 (b), however, on marking
which indicates the location of mechanisms of access will become effective
on April 1; 1954, in accordance with the current requirement,

Since this amendment is minor in nature and imposes no additional
burden on any rerson, it may be fade effective without prior notice,

In consideration of the foregoing, the Civil Aeronautics Board hereby
amends Part 4O of the Civil iir Regulations, (14 CFR, Part 40, as amended)
effective April 1, 1954: .

By adding to the end of 8 40,178 (b) the following: “Frovided, That
marking of areas suitable for cutting need not be applied prior to October
ls 1954 . ’

{Sec. 205 (a), 52 Stat, 9843 49 U.S.C. 425 (a), Interpret or apply
secs, 601, 60k, 52 Stat, 1007, 101(, as amended; 49 U.8.Co 551, 551)

By the Civil feronautics Boards

/8/ . Co Hulligan

M, Co Mulligan
Secretary

(SEAL)

This is the fifth amendment to the Part 40 adopted by the
Board on April 13, 1953, which was originally to have become
effective on October 1, 1953, but which now takes effect on
april 1. 1954,




